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This local area
map highlights other
points of interest and
longer walks in the
area – they range
from a few minutes
to a couple of hours.
This Tree Trail
Guide will help
you navigate
around the
estate.

In the heart of
Perthshire ‘Big
Tree Country’
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A Helping hand

Dunkeld Estate’s big-tree-collection is far from unique
– Scotland is full of them! Dunkeld House Estate is a
member of the National Tree Collections of Scotland,
an initiative that brings together some of the finest tree
collections in the country. These landscapes are an
important part of our cultural heritage – they have helped
to shape and influence Scotland’s cultural landscape.
The National Tree Collections of Scotland helps to protect,
promote and enhance them for future generations.
The estate sits at the heart of Perthshire ‘Big Tree Country’,
an area packed with one of the densest concentrations of
remarkable trees anywhere in Europe! You can discover
more of Perthshire’s rich tree and woodland heritage at
www.perthshirebigtreecountry.co.uk
This leaflet and accompanying installations on
the estate have been made possible thanks
to generous support from Woodland
Heritage and others including Forestry
Commission Scotland, Perth & Kinross
Countryside Trust and the National
Tree Collections of Scotland.
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Followers of Fashion
The wealthy families who lived on big estates such as this
wanted everyone to know they were at the forefront of
fashion. In the 17th century, one had to have topiary. In the
18th century, more naturalistic styles were in vogue. By the
late 19th century having a Giant Redwood in your grounds
was the equivalent of having a supercar parked on the
drive in the 21st century. Friendly rivalries often flared up as
landowner neighbours competed to
have bigger and better collections
of unusual trees. The legacy of
centuries of trends is all around us
in the landscape today. But today,
of course, today there are more
important things than fashion…
conservation!

C. 500 BC-500 AD

Future
Forests

A new generation of trees is putting down roots
on the estate. Like the trees planted here in the past,
they come from all over the world, but they are special
for another reason too. As they grow up they will be
contributing to a global effort to save threatened tree
species from extinction.

Tourists Turn
to Trade

The 18th century fashion for planting North American
firs led some Scottish landowners to investigate if the
trees could be used as a ‘crop’. It was found that some,
like the Sitka Spruce and Douglas Fir, reputedly grew
faster in Scotland than they did in their homeland.
Such pioneering work laid the foundations for today’s
commercial forestry industry and the early beginnings
of the Forestry Commission. Today, Sitka Spruce still
accounts for over 80% of all timber grown in Scotland!
Across the river and marked on the map, you can see
them being commercially grown in Craigvinean Forest.

1895

1830

1689

1827

the battle of Dunkeld
leaves most of the
town in ruins. The
Cathedral survives

an Iron Age hillfort appears on the
hill above modern Dunkeld House.
This ‘fort of the Caledonians’ would
give the town its name
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This is
your passport to
the amazing landscape
and trees of Dunkeld House Estate.
The estate sits at the heart of
Perthshire ‘Big Tree Country’,
and a stroll through
the grounds will
show you just
what an
appropriate
accolade
this is!
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David Douglas
introduces Douglas
Fir from Western
North America

the 4th Duke
of Atholl dies
and with him his
architectural dream

the estate
foresters
discover a
new hybrid
larch tree

13th
Century
the oldest surviving
parts of the Cathedral
date from this time

C. 789-820 AD

The estate is working with the iCONic project, which
collects seeds from threatened trees all around the
world, and works with partners at the Royal Botanic
Garden Edinburgh to grow young trees and find
them secure homes like here at Dunkeld.

21ST

CENTURY

These new trees will grow into the future stars
of Perthshire Big Tree Country and at the same
time will be a valuable resource for scientists
working to safeguard tree species from
extinction and to restore damaged
ecosystems around the world.

1900
construction
of the ‘new’
(and existing)
Dunkeld
House is
completed

2012

1939-1945

the estate joins
the National
Tree Collections
of Scotland in
recognition of its
heritage and to
help conserve it
for the future

the hotel hosted an
evacuated girls
school during WW2

1859

1828

five European larch
trees are planted by
the Cathedral

Columbus sails to
America... but forgets
to bring back trees

Charles
Darwin’s
‘Origin of
Species’ is
published

the first Dunkeld House,
which stood north of the
Cathedral, is condemned
as unsafe, and the 4th
Duke of Atholl enters into
a ‘Palace Race’ with two
other Perthshire landowners

1738

1492

Causantín, King of the Picts, founded
the church at Dunkeld and brings
relicts of St Columba here from Iona
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Dunkeld House Estate

Whether it is the trees
that bring you here,
the river, the
birds, or the red
squirrels, it is
yours for the
day. Enjoy!
You’re invited to come and travel through time,
to marvel at the vision of the ‘Planting’ Dukes of
Atholl who changed Perthshire forever in
the 18th century, and to learn how
these woods are taking on a
new role for the future.

‘Big Tree Cou
nt

The Dunkeld House Estate Tree Trail has been
created through generous money and time
donations from the following organisations:

1897
a new flurry of
tree planting
takes place on the
estate, especially
in close proximity
to the Cathedral

1930s
the Atholls are
forced to sell their
beloved Dunkeld
– it remained a
private residence
only briefly before
becoming a hotel

2008
the iCONic project
begins a new generation
of tree planting on estates
throughout Perthshire,
including Dunkeld

2050
you and your
grandchildren
enjoy a stroll
along the river,
where the trees
still greet you
as old
friends

